[Results of radiation therapy for cancer of the uterine cervix].
Fifty-four patients with carcinoma of the cervix uteri were treated with external irradiation and high-dose intracavitary irradiation according to their clinical stage. The 4-year relative survival rate was 86.6% in stage I patients, 77.9% in stage II, 55.4% in stage III and 0% in stage IV. The incidence of radiation injury was: perforation of the intestine, 2 cases; vesico-vaginal fistula, 2 cases; recto-vaginal fistula one case; stenosis of the rectum or sigmoid, 2 cases. This suggests that severe complications may occur in reirradiated cases or cases irradiated with more than 7 fractions of intracavitary irradiation. The optimal radiation dose seemed to be 2,400 to 3,000 rad at point A with a fraction dose of 600 rad a week, combined with whole pelvis irradiation of 3,000 to 4,000 rad.